
JOURNAL OF HUMAN ECOLOGY
International Interdisciplinary Journal of Man-Environment Relationship

ISSN 0970-9274

© Kamla-Raj 1998 J Hum Ecol, 9(4): 529-544 (1998)

The Changing Forest Management and Utilisation
Patterns in Manipur: A Historical Analysis

Natabar Shyam Hemam and B. Mohan Reddy

Anthropological and Human Genetics Unit, Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta 700 035, West
Bengal, India

E-mail: res047@isical.ac.in

KEYWORDS Forest Management. Resource. Manipur. Kikis. Nagas. Meiteis

ABSTRACT The problem of rapidly dwindling forest resources is one of the most contentious issues of recent
times. The negative effect of deforestation is well perceived, but there is little convergence of opinions on the
possible causes that varies in time and space. Although there have been studies on the historical process of
deforestation in India, little information is available from the North-eastern states of India. The present paper
examines the historical process of changes in forest management and utilisation patterns vis-á-vis changes in
socio-political, population, subsistence system, infrastructure, etc. in Manipur, one of the North-eastern states of
India.
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